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Materials

.5 inch filbert brush

White paint (roll brushes, pans, liners, plastic covers for house-painting type work)

Golden® Brand Sierra Brown Tube-paint

3m Brand Post-it® Notes – Standard Yellow Square Size – orange. red are also acceptable

(Less than 1,000 per installation/”season”)
15 foot roll of Green Astroturf

Self-inking Sequential Numbering Stamp

Leaf Die-cut Stamp

Set-Up
1. Find a clean wall, preferably 12 foot high or higher with at least 8 feet of open width.

2. Paint wall white.

3. Using a  .5  inch filbert brush and Golden® Brand Sierra Brown acrylic tube-paint, paint the tree onto the wall so that its top branches are approximately 1.5 feet from the ceiling.  The tree should be 6-8 feet wide branch tip to branch tip.  Use the attached pictures as a guide to the tree’s shaping and style.

4. If wall is near a corner or other architectural feature, wrap the tree around the corner/feature to integrate it into the space and draw the audience’s eyes to elements of the building.  In some installations of this piece, the branches of the tree have stretched

5. Key elements of the tree:

a. Two main branches, one curves left and one curves right.  These major branches each separate into three branches – one goes up, one goes middle, one goes the direction of the main branch.  The lowest two branches spread out downward.

b. Each branch

i. Knobby

ii. splits into two or three other branches.

iii. get smaller as they extend up and away from the trunk

c. No shading, only outline

d. Use globs of paint to give bumps and texture to the outline

e. Bottom of the trunk’s outline should touch the floor.

f. Trunk should be at least 1.5 foot wide, wider at the bottom than at the top.

6. Once the tree is complete, Gather the numbered post-it® note leaves.

7. Making the leaves

a. Detach a post-it® note from the stack.

b. Use the provided leaf die-cut and punch a hole in the center of the post-it® note, keeping the back side’s sticky strip at the top of the note. Make sure you do not cut the outside edge of the post-it® note.

c. Grab the number stamp, advance the number as appropriate so that each note has a unique number.  Stamp the unique number above the post-it®  note’s leaf die-cut.  For a touring show, number each post-it® note from the first installation to the last, so that they are all part of the same “printing.”

d. Each post-it® note should have a leaf cut out of it and a black stamped number above that hole.

8. Stick post-it® notes to the areas of the wall inside the tree’s outline so that they overlap each other and cover the painted tree.

9. Try not to stick post-it® notes to themselves by sticking the lower ones first.  Otherwise stacking them weighs them down and causes premature falling.  Attach additional notes above already “posted” notes until almost all areas of the tree’s branches are covered.  Do not stick post-it notes on the trunk

10. Cut green Astroturf to fit the space.  This shape should be dictated by the space, and customized for any architectural features and audience walking areas.  A semi-circle shape is encouraged.  Push the flat side of the semi-circle Astroturf against the wall.  The diameter should be a foot wider than the width of the tree, so that almost all of the post-it notes will land on the Astroturf.

11. Position two fans so that they hit the tree with a soft breeze.  Adjust the distance between the tree and the fan so that it ruffles the post-it® notes but does not tear a lot off at a time.  This distance is usually about 1.5 feet away.  Position one fan on the right of the tree and one on the left, observing the specific architectural features of the space, and working with those features.

12. Try to hide the cords in the wall or with a covering if possible, paint fans to match the white of the wall, and sculpt the fans smoothly into the wall using paint and plastic to form a smooth form from the wall to where they are attached.  They should be attached about 6 feet off the ground so that their wind hits the middle of the tree.  These can be very low power fans.  

13. Set up web-cam for documentation of the leaves shedding.  Position webcam to capture as much of the tree as possible and get power and internet access for the iMac® that will be handling the image processing.

Presentation

1. When the piece is viewable turn the fans on to the slowest setting.  Turn off at the end of show hours.

2. Encourage visitors to take 1 fallen post-it note each at their leisure.

3. Do not sweep up post-it notes, allow them to lay naturally and cover the Astroturf and floor.

Seasons and Additional Post-it® Notes

Additional “seasons” should be added as post-it notes are depleted from the tree.  Adjust to the length of the exhibition and coordinate these changeovers ahead of time.  A different color may be chosen for these post-it® notes as long as it is kept within the fallish colors of yellow, red, orange. This allows the piece to regenerate over time and allows all visitors a chance to have a leaf.  This regeneration is essential to proper presentation of the piece and time and explanations should be made for it in the exhibition.  This should be seen as similar to the candy pieces of Felix Gonzalez-Torres, in which the piece is maintained throughout the exhibition’s  “life-cycle.”  The Audience may feel cheated if they see a “tree without leaves,” so the additional post-it® notes added later give return viewers new insight into the piece.  Prepare these post-it® notes before hand.

